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City of Conover Receives Brownfields Grant for  

Contaminated Land Clean Up and Local Job Creation 

 

Conover, NC The City of Conover has been selected by the Land-of-Sky Regional Council of 

North Carolina to receive a $200,000 subgrant to help carry out cleanup activities, 

redevelopment projects, and create jobs for local residents living near brownfields sites. The US 

EPA chose to fund the Land-of-Sky Regional Council based upon their demonstrated ability to 

assist their community through effective brownfields redevelopment loans. Revolving loan funds 

are generally used to provide low or no interest loans for brownfields cleanups. This grant was 

funded through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. 

 

“Brownfields initiatives demonstrate how environmental protection and economic development 

work hand-in-hand,” said Stan Meiburg, EPA Acting Regional Administrator in Atlanta. “This 

Recovery Act funding will help local efforts to transform underutilized properties into 

community assets and provide a boost to the economy by creating green jobs.” 

 

The redevelopment of the former Broyhill manufacturing plant will be the first small town 

project in North Carolina to revitalize an idle industrial complex and leverage the social, 

economic, historical and environmental capital of its Town to create a sustainable urban infill 

mixed use community; “Conover Station” . Redeveloping this site under the North Carolina 

Department of Environment & Natural Resources (NCDENR) Brownfield program will 

significantly accelerate Conover’s redevelopment plan and contribute to all stakeholders 

involved.  At the heart of this development is the historic Warlong Glove Building that provides 

a link to the site’s historic manufacturing past. It will be the focal point for developing a multi-

modal transit station. 

 

Potential cleanup activities at the site include but are not limited to the following; 

 

 Removing soil around the former USTs (naptha and varsol) and the former finishing 

material AST. 

 Removing soil around a drum storage pad adjacent to the Warlong Building. 

 Installing up to 3 permanent groundwater monitoring wells to assess groundwater 

concentrations after the soil removal. 

 Adding remedial enhancements to the excavations to assist with reducing groundwater 

concentrations to meet 2L standards. 

 Installing a vapor barrier or other vapor abatement technology beneath the finishing 

building. 

 



The Brownfields Program encourages redevelopment of America’s estimated 450,000 

abandoned and contaminated waste sites. Since the beginning of the Brownfields Program, 

revolving loan fund grant recipients have executed 146 loans and awarded 41 subgrants to 

support brownfields cleanup totaling more than $76.8 million. The loan funds have leveraged 

more than $1.8 billion in public and private cleanup and redevelopment investment and enabled 

the leveraging of 3,285 jobs in cleanup, construction and redevelopment. 

 

President Obama signed the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 on February 17, 

2009, and has directed that the Recovery Act be implemented with unprecedented transparency 

and accountability. To that end, the American people can see how every dollar is being invested 

at Recovery.gov. 
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