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Conover's rail depot gets more funding

By Sharon McBrayer

CONOVER — The city of Conover plans to be ready when western North Carolina gets passenger rail
service.

Conover is getting a $1.134 million grant from the Federal Highway Administration and another grant for

$277,000 from North Carolina Department of Transportation for the Conover Station rail platform, pedestrian
bridge and crossings. The city is adding up to $160,000 for geo-technical and structural engineering, said

Donald Duncan, Conover city manager.

The project is expected to cost around $1.3 million, Duncan said.

Western rail service — planned between Salisbury and Asheville — has been talked about for years and

towns and cities have been working since the turn of the 21st Century to get their train depots ready. Many

have refurbished old depots while others have had to acquire land to get started on a depot.

The city of Conover is the dedicated Catawba County stop along the North Carolina Department of

Transportation’s proposed western rail service line.

Duncan said cities along the intended western rail line are expected to get their train stations ready for when
train service becomes a reality.

The state and Southern Railway would run the service, he said.

Duncan said the cities and towns along the route have been told to prepare for rail service within the next 10
years. Specialized excursion rail trips could start as early as 2014, he said.

The most recent grants bring the total of grant money for Conover Station to $8.1 million, Duncan said, that

has paid for things such as roads, water, sewer, parks and Manufacturing Solutions Center. Conover Station
will house a new train depot and already houses administrative offices for the Western Piedmont Transit

Authority, known as Greenway Transit, Conover branch of the Catawba County Library, a coffee shop and

community meeting room.

Duncan said plans are to start construction on the train platform, pedestrian bridge and crossing in summer

and be done by fall 2013.

To learn more about Conover Station, visit http://conoverstation.com/
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