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Conover will serve area by bus, rail 

By Sarah Newell Williamson | Hickory Daily Record  

In just a year, Conover officials hope to have a historical building that's been vacant for a couple of 
years to be completely remodeled as the first step toward its downtown business development, 
Conover Station.  
 
The development will sit on the 27-acre parcel that used to house the Broyhill Furniture factory. 
When it closed in 2004, the city of Conover decided it would be in their best interests to purchase the 
property.  
 
"There was contamination from solvents that had leaked from tanks stored in the ground," said 
Conover Manager Donald Duncan. "We were worried if we didn't buy the property, it might sit there 
for years."  
 
Conover bought the property in 2005 for $500,000 â22 a price Duncan called "pennies on the 
dollar." After buying it, the city set to work planning how the property could best serve the city and 
its residents.  
 
The city spent five years developing plans and researching grants. It cleaned up the contamina-tion 
and tore down most of the buildings on the property, saving only the two oldest â22 the brick 
Warlong Glove Manufacturing building, which was built in 1918, and the former "finishing" build-
ing, built in 1945. It cost about $360,000 to demolish the other buildings.  
 
The city is now ready to put its plans into action. The location will serve the community by bus and 
by rail. There are already train tracks that run through downtown Conover, just a stone's throw from 
the former Broyhill property. Once Conover Station is complete, passenger rail service will also 
serve Catawba County, making a stop in Conover.  
 
"The N.C. Passenger Rail goes from Asheville to Salisbury," said Conover Planning Director Lance 
Hight. "Once you ride to Salisbury, you're plugged into Amtrak and can ride anywhere you want to 
go."  
 
He said Greenway Public Transportation will also likely have a bus stop at Conover Station.  
 
The former Warlong Glove building is being renovated into a multi-model building. The spacious top 
floor will house the Conover Public Library, a coffee shop and an outdoor patio seating area, Hight 
said. There will also be a waiting area for the train and a walkway to the train tracks and its platform, 
which is raised from the road level and is almost even with the top floor of the building.  
 
The middle level may house Greenway Public Transportation's administrative offices, Hight said. 
The bottom level will be a community room, which will be able to hold 270 people.  
 
"We hope to have the Warlong building completed in a year," Hight said. "We'll have the streets 
finished around the facility by October."  
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Conover is designing the building to be environmentally green. Water in the Warlong Glove building 
will be gray water â22 captured and reused with cisterns. It will also have LED lighting and 
environmentally green windows, Hight said.  
 
The city has also repurposed the building supplies that were on-site.  
 
"All the stone and concrete foundation that was on the site was ground up and will be used on the 
street," Duncan said. "That's saving us close to $500,000."  
 
Any wooden timber in the buildings was also recycled. If the wood was more than 6 feet long and 5 
inches in diameter, it was sold to the Bassett Mirror Company to build furniture.  
 
Conover hopes to develop the site into a facility that the entire community will benefit from.  
 
"We want something that will create jobs," Duncan said. "This has been an employment center for 
over 120 years."  
 
The Manufacturing Solutions Center currently at Catawba Valley Community College's East 
Campuls will also move into the business development, Hight said.  
 
Duncan said he envisions Conover Station as a product development area, with several small 
businesses, like an architect or energy savings company moving into it. Because Conover Station is 
adjacent to downtown and close to Interstate 40 and N.C. 16, he said it's an ideal location.  
 
Conover also plans to have a city park at the site, as well, so people can relax on their lunch breaks or 
come to enjoy being outside.  
 
"We want to do a stream bank restoration, with walking trails on the site," Hight said.  
 
The idea is to make this a location people will want to go to, and blend it into the design of the rest of 
downtown, Duncan said. When Conover Station is finished, it will double the size of downtown 
Conover. 
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